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David Knowles� 
Chair, FNPW

At the start of 2023, the Foundation for 

National Parks & Wildlife (FNPW) looked 

back at the previous few years with 

optimism, recognising the significant 

impact it had achieved despite the 

challenges it had faced through significant 

cost of living pressures, higher interest 

rates, global uncertainty and of course a 

raft of environmental concerns. 

Despite these challenges, the organisation 

remains committed to its goal of 

protecting parks and saving species 

throughout Australia, and it was able to 

continue many important programs with 

the support of government, corporate 

partners, local communities, volunteer 

groups, and donors. 

Our work remains closely aligned with 

the Global Biodiversity Framework set 

in December 2022 at COP15 and the 

Federal Government’s commitment to 

protecting 30% of land and sea by 2030. 

Central to our mission is the acquisition of 

land adjacent to National Parks, to expand 

protected areas and conserve threatened 

species, both flora and fauna. The 

organisation directed investment towards 

critical conservation projects that protect 

native wildlife and habitat, preserve 

cultural heritage, and support acute 

response initiatives. FNPW’s fundraising 

efforts were boosted by a successful 

End of Financial Year campaign in June, 

which raised close to $300,000, and by 

bequests from the estates of the late 

Peter Tristam Mathews, Tamara Lawrentin 

and the Strachan Estate, for which we are 

incredibly grateful. 

FNPW continued its initiative to plant 

one million trees by 2025 in partnership 

with One Tree Planted and L’OCCITANE, 

supported by bushfire recovery nurseries 

established around the country. This 

project helps propagate native plants 

for erosion prevention and animal 

habitats, with seedlings established from 

indigenous tree species in each of the 

nursery locations and planted in national 

parks, as well as other public and private 

lands affected by bushfires. FNPW 

progressed 19 bushfire recovery nurseries, 

which has enabled the organisation to 

grow more than 700,000 trees so far. 

In partnership with various agencies 

including the CSIRO we launched 

the Fire Wise program. Fire Wise will 

enable us to strategically plant native 

species, mitigate bushfire risks, and 

promote local biodiversity in Victoria, 

South Australia, and New South Wales. 

This initiative serves as a catalyst for 

community engagement in best-practice 

bushfire mitigation, ensuring a safer and 

ecologically vibrant future. 

Our support of the Wildlife Heroes 

program continued to be instrumental 

in wildlife conservation efforts. Wildlife 

volunteers play a crucial role in frontline 

response, rescue, and rehabilitation 

efforts, especially in the aftermath of 

environmental disasters. Your support 

enabled 5,000+ volunteers to care for 

wildlife and contribute to their release 

back into the wild. 

FNPW also celebrated the official launch 

of the Nilpena Ediacara National Park, 

a monumental achievement made 

possible through our partnership with 

the South Australian Government. This 

60,000-hectare area is now forever 

protected, ensuring the conservation of 

its unique biodiversity. And we continue 

to support Indigenous ranger programs, 

including the Warddeken Daluk (Women’s) 

Ranger Program in the Northern Territory, 

and the Regional Ecology Support Project 

empowering remote Indigenous ranger 

groups such as Nyul Nyul, Bardi Jawi, 

Balanggarra, Kija, Paruku, and Gooniyandi 

through the Kimberley Land Council in 

Western Australia. 

As we navigate the increasing focus on 

Ian Darbyshire� 
CEO, FNPW

environmental conservation globally, your 

continued support of our work is vital 

and deeply appreciated. Together, we 

are making a tangible difference for the 

benefit of current and future generations.  

The organisation is grateful to all those 

who have contributed to its mission, 

including the voluntary board, executive 

team, staff, and special thanks to retiring 

board member Suzanne Jones for her 

contribution over the past year.

A MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT AND CEO
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FINANCIAL
SUMMARY

DELIVERY OF PURPOSE
In 2023, $7,426,230 was committed to delivery of purpose. This 

represents an increase of $2,279,562 on 2022.

TOTAL INCOME
Total income for 2023 at $8,522,269 was an increase of 

$3,084,950 from 2022. Bequest revenue $129,508 was received 

by the estates of the late Peter Tristam Mathews ($25,025), 

Tamara Lawrentin ($96,743) and the Strachan Estate (7,740).

Our sincere gratitude goes to them and their families for the 

amazing contribution these bequests made to safeguarding 

natural Australia for future generations.

TOTAL EXPENSES
Total expenditure in 2023 was up $2,673,733 from the previous 

year. This increase in expenditure was driven by a $2,279,562 

increase in Delivery of Purpose  funding, offset by a reduction in 

awareness raising. 

OPERATING SURPLUS
The operating surplus for 2023 was $(227,485)
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•	 The delivery of purpose for 2023 was $7,426,230 for the 

year. 

•	 This represents 87% of income.

•	 FNPW Projects disbursements increased year on year by 

$2,380,666 mainly driven by the progress of the Remarkables 

- Great Southern Flinders project.

•	 Heritage Estates was completed in 2022 and the funds 

remaining have formed the new Establishment Fund. 

The strategy continues to create FNPW projects that are 

funded by government as opposed to government projects 

managed by FNPW.

All figures Australian $

Delivery of purpose (in 000,000’s)

2022 2021 2020 2019

DELIVERY OF PURPOSE

2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2023 Delivery 
of purpose %

Project Management 142,688 139,327 218,693 201,127 132,063 2%

Awareness raising 518,940 623,405 447,721 521,367 307,057 7%

Project Disbursements 6,764,602 4,383,936 3,077,892 2,298,562 1,016,697 91%

Project funds 103,855 110,244 436,687

Grants administered for wa 168,000

Project and grant commitments 613,198

Total 7,426,230 5,146,688 3,848,161 3,912,498 1,892,504

201820182023
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INCOME 

2023 2022 2021 2020 2019

General Donations 782,468 718,821 991,952 1,1788,941 1,026,839

Corporate 1,268,331 740,633 827,164 1,836,428 899,333

Bequest 129,508 511,967 310,748 244,154 114,039

Government 5,910,290 3,285,448 1,888,266 1,179,317

Other 431,672 180,450 288,730 337,498 148,078

Total 8,522,269 5,437,319 4,306,860 5,386,338 2,188,289

• �Total income for 2023 was $8,522,269 an increase of 

$3,084,950 from the previous year. 

• �Significant increase in income was mainly due to delivery of

	 - government funded projects $2,624,8420 driven     		

	 mainly  by Remarkable Southern Flinders and Wombat 	

	 Mange 

	 - corporate donations increased by $527,698

	 - general donations increased by $63,647

• �Fundraising during 2023 focused on a campaign of “a place 

extinction can’t reach”, supporting our work to protect 

Australia’s threatened species through the expansion of 

protected areas and the regeneration and protection of 

national parks.

• �Three bequests were received during the year totaling 

$129,508

2022 2021 2020 20192018

All figures Australian $Note: Numbers as reported in Annual Financial Statement

2023
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• �Total Expenses at $8,749,754 increased year on year by 

$2,673,733 This increase was driven by several factors. 

• �Increase in Delivery of Purpose $2,279,562 (DOP) include: 

 

	 $2,380,666 increase in projects costs largely due to 		

	 scale of the Remarkable Southern Flinders project. 

 

	 -$104,465 reduction in awareness raising costs mainly 	

	 due to staff salary costs. 

• �Increase in other expenses $394,171 include: 

	 - Fundraising cost $222,379 higher than previous year as 	

	 we focused on raising revenue. 

	 - Administration costs $138,331 split across various 		

	 expense lines as the organisation builds capacity.  

EXPENSES

2023 2022 2021 2020 2019

2023 Variance 2022 2021 2020 2019

Projects 6,764,602 2,380,666 4,383,936 3,077,892 2,298,562 1,016,697

Project Management 142,688 3,361 139,327 218,693 201,127 132,063

Awareness Raising 518,940 -104,465 623,405 447,721 521,367 307,057

Fundraising 447,146 222,379 224,767 282,377 239,969 272,899

Administration 754,779 138,331 616,448 578,899 345,644 396,320

Lease expenses 107,207 30,219 76,988 75,520 76,800 77,590

insurance 14,392 3,242 11,150 10,247 5,815 12,148

Other 18,179 18,974

Total 8,749,754 2,673,733 6,076,021 1,366,493 3,708,278 2,214,774

All figures Australian $
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fnpw.org.au
The Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife 
is registered as a charity with the ACNC and 

endorsed as a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). 
ABN 42 651 974 301. © 2023.

© Caitlin Trindall Mirii Art 2023

In the spirit of Reconciliation, the 
Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife 

acknowledges the Traditional Owners 
of Country throughout Australia and 

recognises the continuing connection 
to lands, waters, seas, skies, and 

communities.

We pay our respect to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Cultures and to 
Elders past, present, and emerging.

FNPW respectfully recognises the 
contribution Australia’s First Peoples 
have made and continue to make to 

conservation, caring for Country, and the 
management of lands and waters. 


